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In light of COVID-19 and our no face to

face policy until May 15th, here is a place

to see what is going on in our 4-H

community and all the awesome

opportunites we have to offer...virtually

and face-to-face!
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4-H OPPORTUNITY
 LINK

The following animals need to be in your
possession by JUNE 1st:

Poultry
Breeding Swine
Breeding Beef 
Dairy Cattle

(There is no paperwork to be completed for this deadline)



Executive Committee –nothing to report
Awards Committee – County Fair donation letters will be sent out the first part of June. Deciding on fair awards
Carnival Committee – nothing to report
Fundraising – Plan on doing Herds Fundraiser in September
Member Activity Committee – Thursday, May 28 will host a virtual Kick of to Summer Game Night
Record Book Committee – nothing to report

Jr Leaders
Garage sale is postponed
Tree clean-up will be on your own, please let ML know 24hrs ahead of time.
4-H Camp will be in August
Wisconsin Exchange is up in the air still, waiting on state guidelines. They did have a zoom meeting with Wisconsin.

Fair Board
Weigh-ins will be ran as normal, but waiting on County guidelines to come out.
They are in need of a lamb superintendant.
Theme is an Animated Affair. Pig barn will be Charlotte's Web, Steer barn will be Jungle Book, Rabbit barn will be Peter
Rabbit, Poultry will be Moana. Lamb and Goat has not been chosen yet because waiting on superintendent.

Date: May 5, 2020
Call to order: 6:31 pm
Adjourned: 7:37 pm
Pledges: American – Margo, 4-H – Jeremiah H.
Roll Call: Total of 28 (13/16 clubs represented)
Centennial Pioneers, Corduroy Queens & Kings, Critter Creek, Gem City 4 Leaf Clovers, Harmony Hustlers, High Plains, Little
Horse Power, Little Laramie Valley, Rock Creek Valley, Smokin’ Guns, Stompin’ Steamboats, Wild Brumbies, Yellow Jackets. 
 
Reading/Approval of Minutes: for April were moved to be accepted by Andrea S., second by Freda D., motion passed.
 
Treasurer’s Report: Submitted for audit.
 
Correspondence: None
 
Committee Reports: 

 
Other Reports:

Scholarship Committee
meeting with applicants over Zoom

Showcase Showdown
virtual and in September, watch Daily Dose

Many programs meeting over Zoom

Old Business:

 

PLEASE READ FOOTNOTES AND DAILY DOSE!!
Weigh-ins/taggings are May 28 and May 31
Reminder about Horse Safety Certifications, due June 1 at 5:00pm

Annoncements:
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4-H Council: Meeting Minutes
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Fair Board Corner
Our Sheep and Meat Goat Superintendent is Taylor Haley. She has created a group

through our Facebook page Albany County Fair & Jr. Livestock Sale, the group is called

ACF Sheep and Meat Goat Showmen. Taylor plans  to post informational videos, camp

flyers, feed and feeding information and other announcements on that page.

4-H Foundation Minutes

Old Business

Hearts & Hands buckles given to Wyatt Bullock and Trey Muhsman still need engraved. Still need

Trey’s buckle. Janet thinks it’s on her desk at work.

Friends of Foundation letter tabled until fall.

Bylaws – tabled until fall.

The foundation is selling T-shirts and Sweatshirts at fair. Only one prototype, of each item, made.

Order forms printed with the design and prices. Also instead of cooking corn for sale. It will be sold

by the box or bag sometime during fair. Craig will order the corn ahead of time and go pick it up. 

Still working on ideas for the 5-K race. Looking into Optimist as a possible site. Jessica is also

looking into how to do a virtual race. Further discussion at the June Meeting.

New Business

Movie Night in the Football Stadium Parking Lot – possibly partnering with WyoMovies to sell

popcorn and/or candy. Show the movie on the back of Wild Catter Suites. Everyone in their cars.

Admission by the carload. We would split profits with WyoMovies. More discussion in June.

Scholarship Committee – Craig and Lindsay gave a report on the four young women who applied

for the scholarship. They were very impressed by the poise of all the young women. Impossible to

decide if any one of the women deserved more than anyone else The committee gave all the

women the same amount.

Announcements

The next meeting is June 9th at 6:30 p.m. Place: TBA.

Date: May 19, 2020 

Called to order: at 6:35 pm in the Extension Meeting room.

Adjourned: at 7:34 pm.

Present: Janet Renneisen, Lindsay Mergelman, Craig Mergelman, Jessica Kern, Nate Vasek, Jessica

Kern, Deanie Spath and Mary Louise Wood. Absent: Carolyn Durand, Nate Vasek, Rhonda Jackson,

and Mark Muhsman

 

 

Respectfully submitted,

Lindsay Serrell Mergelman



A message from Mary Louise
Hey Albany County 4-H,
 
    Thank you for your patience with all of the cancelations, delays, and uncertainty brought on with Covid-19.  I

am extremely grateful for all of the volunteers that have stepped up to do virtual education and activities.

Let me assure you that there will be a 2020 Albany County Fair. It may look different than it has in the past but

there will be many opportunities for our members. Please be focusing on project goals and working towards

achieving them. I expect the activity building to be overflowing with projects because members have had and

will have time to work on projects. The animals should be extremely well behaved because members have been

working with them a lot!! Be creative and use your time. If you need ideas, contact me. I have an endless

supply of them

    Beginning June 1st, we can meet in larger groups outside but still need to physical distance and please focus

on hand hygiene and covering your cough and sneeze. If you are going to be within 6 feet of eachother, best

practice is to wear face coverings. This is what the Albany County Health Officer has asked us to do.  If you do

not feel well, please stay home! Indoor groups are still at 25 people.

    I want our volunteers and members to be comfortable. If you are a volunteer and leading an event and

would like participants to wear a mask. Please ask them to do so and if they do not want to wear a mask, you

may ask them to leave. Parents, if you want your youth to wear a mask, by all means please have them do so.

Everyone has their own opinions on all of this and I just ask that everyone be kind and respectful.  There will be

many different levels of comfort and I hope we can accommodate all of them and still have adults interacting

and teaching youth!!

    If you have ideas for activities or events, please let me know. Together we can find resources and help make

the best better.
 
              Mary Louise
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The opportunity for kids started in the cattle industry is knocking, and loudly. Applications for the NILE Merit Heifer program are
now available for the 2020-2021 year.
 
The NILE Merit Heifer program is a live animal scholarship, meaning the recipients are given a young, live, heifer calf. The
objective is to help youth get a start in the beef cattle business and gain knowledge about the beef industry.
 
Program participants are chosen based on merit, future goals, and ability to care for the animal. 4-H or FFA members who are 12-
16 years old may apply. Applicants are not limited to Montana residents.
 
During the program duration, participants are responsible for care-taking, record keeping, breeding, and bringing the heifer back
one year later to the NILE Stock Show & Rodeo. The class of merit heifer recipients competes for best phenotype, top showman
honors, best record book, best interview and overall top herdsman.
 
Applications and a link to the YouTube video must be received no later than June 30, 2020 at 4 p.m. The 2021 recipients will be
announced in late August 2019. Applications available online at:
     
For more information regarding the NILE Merit Heifer Program, please email Shelby Shaw– meritheifer@thenile.org or call the
NILE Office: (406) 256-2495

2021 NILE Merit Heifer Application Available

https://www.thenile.org/p/events/livestock/meritheifer



Project News
COVID-19 has changed the way we do things for now and they are changing rapidly, 

so please watch for emails and our facebook page-Albany County 4-H  
for current updates!

Go to https://harmony-harvest.com/courses/
 Click on the Albany County 4-H Cake
Decorating course link
You will need to create a new account. Select
the 'Create New Account" link
Fill out the form and select 'Create My New
Account'
The course will send you a confirmation email
with another link to confirm your account
Follow the confirmation link and enter the
Enrollment Key: Cake_2020 (This is a one-time
key. After enrolled, you can login with the
Username and Password that you set up in   
 Step 4)
Once you are enrolled, you can interact with the
site, watch the videos posted for the week's
lesson and join the discussion for the week to let
us know how you are doing. 

Another round of video lessons were posted on our
Cake Decorating Course website demonstrating
some flower techniques (such as lilacs and Indian
Paintbrush) and one or two border techniques.

Depending on how things go with our summer jobs,
we may be able to have in-person meetings until
the middle of June. This would probably look like

one-on-one type workdays that would be
structured around what each member would like to
focus on. If you would like help designing, planning
or practicing for your County Fair cake and you'd
like some one-on-one time, please just let us know

and we'll try to schedule something with you. 
Otherwise, we will continue to post videos on the
Course Website. Please log in and let us know if

there are specific techniques that you would like to
see videos for.  

If you haven't yet gotten in to the course website,
here are the instructions:

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

 
Please let us know if you have any questions,

concerns or suggestions for this project in the next
few weeks. We look forward to hearing from you!

 
Cake Leaders:

Christiana 314-5988 & Cecilia 399-7254
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Cake Decorating

bring all dog equipment (lease, collar, vinegar water,
plastic bag, etc..) to every meeting! 
an adult must be present in the building or parking
lot during dog class (NO exceptions!). 
All dogs over 1yr old must show with a choke chain
for  show AND practice for Obedience

 June 3, 10, 17, 24, Fairgrounds activity building
There are 2 sessions (5pm & 7pm), pick one. We are

practicing social distancing, you are welcome
to wear a mask if you feel  more comfortable. 

 
Please remember:

 
Dog Key Leader:
Vicky     760-4932

Dog

C
June 13th, 2 pm in the meeting room

 Please bring cat, harness, carpet square, carrier. We
will be practicing showing. 

Please let me know if you are coming by 
3 pm on June 12th. 

I will set up a Zoom meeting for 4:30pm on 
June 13th if you feel better doing it over video. 

Please call with questions
 

Cat Key Leader:
Connie Bierman   399-8092

 

at

County and State Shoot are cancelled. We hope to
be able to practice soon and prepare for fair!

Watch for emails for updates
 

NEW DATE! Boulder Big Draw will now be held:
 Sat. July, 11th

 
Questions, please contact Key Leader:

Shawn Hayes      760-7741

Archery



Project News
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COVID-19 has changed the way we do things for now and they are changing rapidly, 
so please watch for emails and our facebook page-Albany County 4-H  

for current updates!

Virtual ZOOM meetings!
Look for zoom invites, dates, kits to pick up

and/or supplies needed
(youth 5-8yrs old)  The more the merrier!!

F

2 to 2 5/8 yards of fabric depending on your
height. 
You will also need 1 yard of ¾ inch elastic
thread to match your fabric

If you are interested in learning how to sew, 
the next sewing class will be: 

June 6th, 1 - 4pm, Extension Meeting Room
 

Beginners will be making pajama pants. If you want
to make pajama pants, we have patterns of all
sizes, but we ask you to share your waist and hip
measurements (your hip measurement is 7 inches

below your waist) when you RSVP so that we have a
pattern of your size ready for you. Please select a
cotton, cotton blend, or flannel fabric without

plaids or stripes. Please no fleece! 
You will need:

**Please prewash and iron your fabric before you
come to the sewing day. If you have a portable
sewing machine that you like to use, please bring it.
We will have sewing machines for those who do not
have one they can bring. 
 
The Intermediate sewers will meet the same day
and will work on projects they have selected. If you
want help selecting a project, you may contact
Freda (742-0506) or Mary Louise (721-2571).
 
All sewing members: bring your sewing basket with
pins, scissors and a seam ripper. Let us know if you
need a sewing machine when you RSVP. Parents are
always welcome to attend!

 
You MUST RSVP! Please bring a mask or face

covering. Hand hygiene will be paramount. Also,
snacks and beverages will NOT be provided.

Please bring your own.
  

RSVP by June 4th to 721.2571 or
mwood8@uwyo.edu

 
Questions please call: 

Freda Dixon 742-0506/760-9728 
 
 

abric & Fashion

Look for emails from your project leader, 
the "Daily Dose" and Albany County Horse Facebook

page for new information
 

Questions, please contact:
Janette Parker         760-8589

Horse

County and State Shoot are cancelled. We hope
to be able to practice soon and prepare for

fair! Watch for emails for updates
 

Questions please contact Key Leader:
Shawn Hayes      760-7741

M 
uzzleloading

A new virutal Makerspace started May 26th
Contact Mary Louise if you have questions

Makerspace
 

Leathercraft
Look for emails from your project leader and read

the "Daily Dose" for new information
 

Questions please contact Key Leader:
Dan Lehman      761-1045



Project News
COVID-19 has changed the way we do things for now and they are changing rapidly, 

so please watch for emails and our facebook page-Albany County 4-H  
for current updates!

Rabbit Terms To Know:
1. Semi-Arch Type            2. Compact Type
3. Full Arch Type              4. Commercial Type
5. Cylindrical Type          6. Dewlap
7. Screw or Wry Tail        8. Dead Tail
9. Dewclaw                    10. Hock
11. Broken Coat              12. Density
 

Albany County Fair Requirements
All rabbits shown at Albany County Fair must
have a permanent tattoo in their left ear. Ink
pen or marker tattoos are not acceptable on
rabbit entries. If you need help tattooing your
rabbits, please contact Freda Dixon, and she
will help you get your animals tattooed. Rabbits
for breeding classes must be owned by 
June 1, 2020. Does producing a meat pen must
be owned by April 15, 2020. Rabbits under 6wks
of age will not be permitted on the fairgrounds.
 

Rabbit Meat Pen and Single Fryer for 2020
Rabbits must be 70 days or less in age as of
show day. The rabbits must weigh between       
 3 1/2 and 5 1/2 lbs in weight on show day. You
are limited to two entries per exhibitor. Each
exhibitor will be allowed to sell one meat pen at
the Albany County Livestock Sale if the judge
deems the pen “marketable”. The limit of two
animals of different species per consignor is still
in effect.
 

Future Rabbit Meeting Dates:
July 6th   July 20th

 
If you have questions please contact

Freda Dixon 742-0506 or fdixon@bresnan.net

Tuesday, June 22nd
 We will have two classes, one for beginners 
and one for the advanced rabbit project

members. 
The beginning class will begin at 6:30pm.
We will work on increasing your knowledge
about rabbits and how to handle and how 

to show your rabbit. 
Those who have taken the rabbit project 

before and feel they have basic 
showmanship skills will meet from 

7:30pm to 8:30pm.
 

It will be determined closer to the meeting
date whether it will be a Zoom meeting or an
in person meeting at the extension office.

 
Please have a healthy rabbit and a carpet

square for both classes. We will spend about 15
minutes of each meeting handling our rabbits

and improving our showmanship skills.
 

 
 

P
Families please "like" the Albany County Poultry
Facebook page, post a picture of their favorite

show bird (market, breeding or showmanship) with
a caption of the species and breed/variety to the

"2020 Virtual Intro" album
 

Questions please contact Key Leader:
Ellie Riske      343-0053
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oultry

Rabbit        

Rabbit       (continued...)   

(continued in next column)    

Rabbit Hopping & Agility          
Rabbit Agility and Hopping is still on hold.
Keep walking your rabbits on their leashes.

 
If you have questions please contact 

Freda Dixon 742-0506 or fdixon@bresnan.net
 
 

P
Look for emails from your project leader and read

the "Daily Dose" for new information
 

If you have questions please contact
 Photography Key Leader:

   Leslie Lund    399-6898     wyogirl.leslie@gmail.com

hotography



Project News
COVID-19 has changed the way we do things for now and they are changing rapidly, 

so please watch for emails and our facebook page-Albany County 4-H  
for current updates!

S
Look for emails and read the "Daily Dose" for

new information
 

Questions, please contact:
Key Leader:

Jessica Parker      399-8202
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S
We are done for this year, we will start 

back up again next year!
 

Questions, please contact:
Survival Key Leader:
Diane 760-9996

Look for emails and read the "Daily Dose" for
new information

 
Questions, please contact:

Key Leader:
Liz Williams  lizwillij@gmail.com

 wine

Visual Arts

urvival Class

Look for emails and read the "Daily Dose" for
new information

 
Questions, please contact:

 Key Leader:
    Jake Riske    760-8898

STEM

Sport Fishing
June 18th, 6:30-7:30pm
Extension Meeting Room

 
Questions please contact:

Jeff  760-2404

County and State Shoot are cancelled. We hope to
be able to practice soon and prepare for fair!

Watch for emails for updates
 

Questions please contact Key Leader:
Roy Kern    760-1892

Rifle & Pistol

Sheep & Goat
Informational meeting: June 4th, 5:30pm

Range Arena
Showmanship will start: June25th and run every

Thursday until Fair
 

Questions please contact:
Meaghan 760-8245

 
4-H Council has funds available to help members with

their 4-H projects. A limit of $100 can be awarded per

member. This money cannot be used for the purchase

of  market animals. For an application, please contact

the extension office.
 
 

Project Assistance 
Available
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To register go to: 
https://www.uwyo.edu/4-h/opportunities/_files/2020-3d_shoot-reg.pdf

For more information contact:
Steve Mack, Director-- smack@uwyo.edu

Greg Schamber, Board Member--
307-260-7505 or gregoryschamber@jonahenergy.com

New 
Date!!

Upcoming events
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**Disclaimer** Taken from Albany County Fair website 
on 5-28-2020



-Ads may be modified by Extension Staff to fit in the ad space available
 
-All ads must be submitted to the Extension Office no later than the 3rd Friday of every
month.
 
-Classified ads must apply to 4-H projects or to 4-H members or leaders.
 
- Ads will remain posted for two months or until the office is notified that the product is no
longer available.

A club may check the extension scale out
overnight for $10 per use.  The scale will be

checked for operability when it is brought back to
the office. It is expected the scale will be

transported to one location and all the club
members will bring their animals to that location.
If this does not work for individuals, arrangements

can be made to bring your animal to the
fairgrounds or Mary Louise will come to you.

Congratulations to the
Seniors, AND also all the kids
who finished another year of
school...you did it, now enjoy

the summer!

Sierra Daugherty

Aspen Decker

Jasper Ehmke

Devon Evertson

Seth Fleming

Gabriel Gallegos

Anushka Geisler

Quinn Gill

Hunter Harshverger

Grayce Heck

June

Happy 
Birthday!

Chloe Maddox

Amelia Marlatt

Dixie Mathison

Sienna Martinez

Luke McGee

Johnathan

McGriff

Adelle Newbern

Amanda Olaveson

Luna Olaveson

Callie Otstot

Kara Reynolds

Samuel Reynolds

Beau Schmalz

Dale Staude

Tanner Smith

Kent Jr Henry

Paul Kenehan

Mason Kern

Alexis lake

Greta lefevre

 

Aaron Andrews

Brody Bergmann

Rhys Birdsley

Annetta Broyles

Masson Buckman

Malea Christensen

Shane Cleven

Max Codallos

Zoey Codallos
Lillian Conyers

Tyler Stine

Jeff Torbert

Fiona Tugwell

Hunter Wasmuth

Joseph Wheat

Thomas White

Lyla Witkop

Tenleigh Zenor
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CLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Top genetics kinder yearling doe 
sweet and cute, photos available
Please call Cassidy at 307-421-0534

Livestock Scale Available 
for Checkout

AFTER MAY 15TH

Scholarship Winners!!
Congratulations to these Outstanding 

Young Adults

4-H Council Scholarship:
Alexis Lake

Makayla Renneisen
4-H Foundation:
Cecilia Hewlett

Malea Christensen

 it's
summertime!



Upcoming 
Murdoch's 
BBQ dates! 
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June 20th
October 3rd

Olin Sims Memorial                                               July 1
For enrolling freshmen and sophmores in college
 

WW Dalles Memorial                                            July 1
For enrolling juniors & seniors in college
For scholarship applications, please contact the Extension Office

Scholarship Deadlines coming up!

**updated to what was

known at time of printing**



Sincerely,
 
 

Mary Louise Wood, 4-H/Youth Extension Educator
&

Sarah Gonzalez
Sarah Gonzalez, Administrative Assistant

OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION
 

Albany County Extension Office

3520 S. 3rd St, Suite A

Laramie, WY 82070
Phone: 307-721-2571

 
Email:

Mary Louise Wood          mwood8@uwyo.edu
Sarah Gonzalez           albanyco@uwyo.edu

 
Office Hours:

Monday-Friday
8am-Noon & 1-5pm

 
Footnotes available online at:

www.uwyo.edu/ces/county/albany/newsletters.html

& wy.4honline.com

Information for
July Footnotes due by: 

June 19th!!
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**updated to what was

known at time of printing**



Did you know?
FOOTNOTES IS AVAILABLE

ONLINE BY LOGGING INTO YOUR
WY.4HONLINE.COM ACCOUNT4-H Council-- EXTENSION MEETING ROOM OR  ZOOM  

Tuesday, June 2nd

6:30pm

**Each club is asked to send 2 

representatives to every council meeting**

 

Fair Board--FAIRGROUNDS ACTIVITY BLDG

Monday, June 8th

6:30pm

 

4-H Foundation--EXTENSION MEETING ROOM

Tuesday, June 9th

 

Important meetings:

3520 S. 3rd St, Suite A
Laramie, WY 82070
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

here's the link

https://uwyo.zoom.us/j/99014158590

JR Leader

Barn Sale!

June 20th

8-11am

Donations accepted!


