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A note on the word

Xeriscap@ ozehrih-scaypé
Term created by Denver Water

Gr eageko odr vy
ANOT ZERO-scape
Xeriscape = watavise
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What are your goals?

Conserve water

Provide pollinator habitat

0oSave the beesbo

Spend less time and effort to maint:
AAesthetics

What else?
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Reasons to Consider

Reduce water use

Encourages use of native plants
ATolerant of WY soils
ASupports native pollinators

Work withnature instead aigainst
Save time and money
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stem Template

Shortgrass prairie, alpine meadow
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Temper expectations, we are not the rainforest
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USDA Plant Hardlness Zone Map
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1- Developing a Landscape Plan



Landscape Plan

Consider
AExposure
APrevailing winds
AWater sources

AEXxisting infrastructure above
and below ground
APower, phone, internet, sewer
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Call 811
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2- Limit Turf Areas




Turf grasses are thirsty g%

ADemand a lot of water to stay green [&
ANot native

ANot adapted
AManagement intensive

This Old House

ALimit to smaller area
ADetermine child/pet requirement

AUse curving borders to make
mowing easier
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the pollinator . . .
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Traditional Turf Alternatives

DOG TUFF™ GRASS PLUGS < eronunciamion

R
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44| 58 Reviews Write a Review

Dog Tuff™ Grass (Cynodon ‘PWINO04S’) is an amazing,
highly drought-resistant lawn grass perfect for high
traffic and play areas. It has excellent durability in
yards with dogs and is resistant to yellowing from dog
urine. Once established, this warm-season grass is
highly weed resistant, deep-rooted and provides a
soft, cushioned feel for bare feet. It only grows 2 %:-4
inches high, so you need not mow it unless you prefer
a manicured look. 2015 Green Thumb Award
Winner.

Zones! 5-10
Advantages v/ Groundcover
Light Requirements Full Sun
Water Tolerance ® Xeric



ditional Turf Alternatives

Clover Lawn

AAerate

AOverseed with clover
APollinator friendly
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3- Selecting and Zoning Plants
Appropriately



Microclimates

Def il ned: OThe sui't
microclimatic conditions

measured in localized areas near

t he earthos surfac
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Microclimates

B AFull sun, hot, dry

B AMorning shade,
afternoon sun, hot

B AMorning sun,
afternoon shade, cool

B AFull shade, cool, wet




Microclimates
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Further Reading

PLANTS WITH
ALTUTU DE

Regionally Native PI s fo \X/ym ng

A - Amy A Fluet
O n I I n e aS pdf Jennifer S. Thompson
fothy E. Tuthill SN
Brenna R. Marsicek !

$5.00 + shipping
~$4.02 to ship to Buffalo
= $9.27
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LANDSCAPING:
- RECOMMENDED SHRUBS FOR WYOMING

~& ) . 7
y L /| ¥ Karen Panter & Chris Hilger#,
Department of Plant Sciernggs

AOnline as pdf
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LANDSCAPING
RECOMMENDED TREES FORWYOMING

ther Reading

B ' Kdref Panter & Chris Hnlgért,
3 5 Departmentof PlantSeienpes - |

|

AOnline as
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Readin

AOnline as pdf

{ 4‘\%\

Rangéla‘nd Plants

WYOMING TOUGH

UNIVERSJTV
t - OF WVOMING
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4- Improving the Soll




Wyoming Soills

AHigh pH (alkaline)
ASaline

Extensnon
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- /silty
clay

sulty clay
’ Ioam

sandy clay -
' Ioam

" siltloam Q




Soll Testing

Aln BuffaloA Clear Creek Conservation Distri
AQuart size Ziplock
ARepresentative sample
A3076263021

AExtension office can help interpret results
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5- Using Mulches




Why mulch?

ARetain water/reduce evaporation
ALimit weed invasion

AModerate temperature swings
AAdd organic matter
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What kind of mulch?

APlant materid@ improves soil
AWood chips
AGrass clippingdwatch for herbicide residu
AlLeaves :

ACompost improves soil
AKnow your source
AWeed seeds if not hot composted
AManure good if aged well

ARocks/gravel
ARetain heat

LW
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6- Irrigating Efficiently
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Target water to plants
ADrip system
ASoaker hose

AReduce evaporation loss
AWater during coolest hours:
night or early morning

ADo not water when very windy

AAdjust sprinkler heads
AFix if broken
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AGroup plants by water needs
AUse a timer
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" Small Acreage
IRRIGATION

AOnline as pdf

Caleb Carter, Kristi Hansen, Windy Kelley,
Lucy Pauley; Ed. J. Thompson
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/- Maintaining Properly




L ow mal ntenance

ABaby plants first year as they get established
AWeeding

ADeadheading

AThinning

AFertilizing

AOccasional mowing
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So ... What to plant??
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... It depends.

AProperty goals
AHardiness zone
AExposure
ASoils

AWater access




