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What is Extension

Â Federal 
ÂUSDA.

Â Land Grant University.
ÂUniversity of Wyoming.

Â County.
ÂLaramie County.



Extension Staff

Â Extension Agent or Educator

Â 4-H

Â F C S or Home Economics

Â Horticulture

Â Support Staff



Master Gardener Program

Â Brief History.

Â In the early 1970s, interest in 
home gardening mushroomed. 
County Extension offices were 
overwhelmed with requests for 
horticultural information.



Master Gardener Program

Â First class was started in 1972 in King 

County, Washington.

Â Since the inception of Washington State 

University Cooperative Extensions Master 

Gardener program, the concept has spread 

to all 50 states and four Canadian 

provinces.



Mission Statement

Â The Master Gardener Program within the 

University of Wyoming Cooperative 

Extension Service exists to extend the 

University to the people of Wyoming via 

volunteer service in horticulture.



MG Requirements
ÂFirst Year Master Gardeners.

¶Must attend 17 of the 20 classes. 

¶Must take and pass the test at the end of 

the classroom session.

¶Must complete 40 hours of volunteer 

servicethe same year.



MG Requirements
¶Good Newsé..

¶Must complete 10 hours of 

volunteer service each year after 

graduation to remain active.



Master Gardeners
ÂThe Program provides research-based, 

horticulturally sound information to the 

public to solve problems in growing plants, 

determining the causes of problems with 

plants, and recommends procedures to 

follow for solving plant problems.



Goals of the MG Program

Â Our job is to try and give the homeowner 

the whole picture on how to manage their 

landscape plants, turf grass along with any 

insects or diseases in their yards.  



Goals of the MG Program

To utilize University-based support for 

diagnosis and recommendations for 

managing horticultural plant problems.



Master Gardener Program

Â Policies 

Â ñMaster Gardenerò only to be used in UW CES 
MG program and when doing unpaid volunteer 
public service work in a UW CES sponsored 

program.
Â ñMaster Gardenerò not to be used for commercial 

publicity, politicalor private business.

Â Master Gardener activities must be educational in 
nature as opposed to service oriented.



Master Gardener Program

Â Master Gardeners may notreceive any 

funds for their services.



MG Responsibility
Â As a representative of theUWCES, your responsibility 

is to give the requested information correctly and 

unbiased, in a cordial manner. 

Â If you are uncertain about something, ask the caller to 

hold or ask to call them backwhile you double-check.  

Â Come to the Agent or another Master Gardener for 

help in locating answers - that's what we arehere for. 

Â DO NOT "fake" or guess at an answer. 



Top 5 Questions

Â What is it?

Â What do I spray it with?

Â How do I prevent it?

Â How much water do I give it?

Â Where do I buy it?



Class

Â Cell phones

Â Please turn them off during class.

Â Breaks





Have Fun, Make New Friends



Horticulture

Â Horticulture in its strictest, literal sense 

means ócultivated gardenô or óculture of 

garden plantô. 

Â Today we define it as production and 

growing of ornamental plants as well as 

fruits and vegetables.



Â In Wyoming, horticulture involves 

commercial production of: 

Â Vegetables fruits.

Â Ornamental plants.

Â Woody plants. 

Â Turf grass sod and seed. 

Â Greenhouse production.

Â All these products are used or installed in 

local homes, businesses, or landscapes.



ñHorticulture is set apart from agronomy 

and  forestry because we grow and 

cultivate  high value crops that require 

high inputs, intensive  labor, and 

intensive management.ò  

Karen Panter, PhD. University of Wyoming
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Plants must adapt, or elseé..
Â Plants are not able to move. 

Â The plant internal system is passive.

Â Plants must respond to their environment in 
order to survive.

Â Plants must manage extreme changes in 
temperatures, soil moisture, and nutrient 
availability.  



Plants are Autotrophic

Life sustaining processes from:

Â Air

Â Water

Â Essential elements

Â Sun 

Â Suitable temperature range (40-90ǓF)



Plants
Â There are over 260,000 species of plants. 

Â Some plants are so small they can barely be 

seen. 

Â Others are taller than people or animals. One 

of the largest living plants on the earth is the 

Sequoia tree of California, some stand over 

290 feet high and measure over 30 feet wide.



Plants
Â Certain characteristics of plants set them apart 

from other living things. 

Â Plant cells have thick, rigid walls that consist 

of a material called cellulose. 

Â Cellulose enables plants to stand upright 

without the aid of an internal or external 

skeleton.
Â www.blueplanetbiomes.org



CELL STRUCTURE
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