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Ends, Ways, Means

How do I turn my goal 
into an investment plan?

or

With thanks to Colonel Dale Eikmeier
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Investing today

Image from wsj.com

Bankrate.com
Best CD rates
Feb. 2021

https://www.bankrate.com/banking/cds/cd-rates/
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The historical 
average stock 
market return is 10%
The S&P 500 index
comprises about 500 of 
America's largest publicly 
traded companies and is 
considered the benchmark 
measure for annual returns. 
When investors say “the 
market,” they mean the S&P 
500.

Image from nerdwallet.com

S&P 500 average returns

Step 1.  
Find the 
fund
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https://markets.ft.com/data/funds/us/compare

www.finra.org -- https://tools.finra.org/fund_analyzer/
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http://401kfee.com

Step 2. Select a broker



6

Investment Options – other ‘ways’
• IRAs- $6,000 limit, $7,000 catchup

• Retirement accounts – 401(K), 
403(B), 457 - $19,500 limit for 
2021, $26,000 for those over 50

• Mutual funds

• Brokerage accounts

• Managed accounts

• Retirement annuities

• 529 education savings
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Step 3. Decide how much to invest

Considerations
• Beware of fees!
• Beware of incentives – how will a financial advisor make his/her 

money?
• Keep on top of your portfolio – the sum total of your 

investments managed toward a specific goal – it will need 
occasional rebalancing.
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Exploring your wild side . . .
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GameStop shares rocketed above $300 
a share from less than $20 in January.

The family of Alex Kearns said in a complaint filed Feb. 8 
that Robinhood contributed to his death through 
‘misleading communications’ and ‘virtually non-existent’ 
customer service.
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Financial Freedom
• Manage Spending
• Plan for Financial Emergencies
• Become Debt Free
• Plan for Retirement
• Teach Kids About Money
• Pay Off Home Early
• Build a Legacy

Resources
www.bankrate.com – current rates, reviews
www.morningstar.com - data and financial analysis
www.finra.org Fund Analyzer 
wsj.com – Wall Street Journal: news source and data
markets.ft.com/data – Financial Times: news source and data
www.investopedia.com – general reference
napkinfinance.com – simplified money graphics
401kfee.com – fee calculator
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Thank you!

Cole Ehmke, cehmke@uwyo.edu
UW Extension Specialist in Ag Entrepreneurship and Personal 
Finance

Mary M Martin, mmmartin@uwyo.edu
UW Area Community Development Educator

Reminder: Start early and let 
compounding work for you

https://investor.vanguard.com/investing/how-to-invest/risk-reward-compounding


