
Dry Beans
Dry edible beans, such as pinto, navy, kidney, black and white beans, are grown in 30 states, 
with 1.34 million acres harvested in 2021. According to 2014 data, Wyoming was ranked eighth 
for dry bean production and is a leading producer of bright, packaging-quality pinto beans. 

In Wyoming, dry bean production in 
2007-16 ranged from 25,000 acres to 
49,000 acres, and the top producing 
areas were the Big Horn Basin and the 
southeast corner of the state.
Wyoming also produces certified dry 
bean seed.

Great northern beans are a large white 
bean that’s similar in taste to Navy 
beans, but they hold up a bit better 
than Navy beans during cooking. They 
are definitely not “northern” or anti-
southern, however. They have a hearty, 
creamy flavor and serve up nicely with 
ham, veggies, and other seasonings.

Other Resources:

Crop map-can be filtered to Wyoming and dry beans: https://crop-
landcros.scinet.usda.gov/

WY Dry Bean Commission: https://www.wyagriculture.net/divisions/ts/
wyoming-bean-commission

WY ag stats: https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Wyoming/
Publications/Annual_Statistical_Bulletin/

The next time someone settles down to enjoy a 
steaming bowl of chili or a spicy bean burrito, they 
should thank a dry bean producer.  


