
The days are flying by faster than I’d like, and I still find myself hoping for a good, week-long soaking rain. May
always feels like a whirlwind—with the school year wrapping up and summer activities just beginning to take off—
but it’s also one of the most exciting times of the year.

There is so much momentum across our 4-H program right now. Shooting sports is wrapping up an incredible
season, and I am so grateful for the dedicated volunteers who make that program possible year after year. Our
clubs continue to stay busy with meaningful community service projects, hands-on learning, and plenty of fun
along the way. It’s truly rewarding to watch our youth step up, try new things, and grow their skills and
confidence.

As we head into summer, there are so many opportunities ahead—from camps and contests to fair preparation and
project work. This is where all the learning, effort, and experiences start to come together.
I’m looking forward to all that this season will bring and can’t wait to see our 4-H’ers continue to do amazing
things.
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4-H Enrollment Info4-H Enrollment Info4-H Enrollment Info
4-H AGES

4-H Age is determined by your child’s age as of January 1, 2026.

Cloverbuds are 5-7 years old as of January 1
Junior 4-H members are 8-10 years old as of January 1
Intermediate 4-H members are 11-13 years old as of January 1
Senior 4-H members are 14-18 years old as of January 1

HOW TO ENROLL
Visit https://4h.zsuite.org/ to complete your 4-H Enrollment

Below are tip sheets to help you create a new profile or access your current
one.

The earlier in the 4-H Year that you complete your 4-H Membership
(Enrollment) the more you will benefit from the 4-H program!

ENROLLMENT FEES
October 5 – 11th – National 4-H Week – no enrollment cost

October 12th – December 31st – $10 per member
January 1 – May 15th – $20 per member

**No cost for Cloverbud members**

Enrollment Deadline
Youth must be enrolled with active status in 4-H in order to participate

in any 4-H activities.  Enrollment fees are due at the time of
enrollment. Please note: youth are not covered by the 4-H insurance

until you have active status in ZSuite!
Youth must have active status by May 15th to participate in summer
activities (camp, fair, etc.)  This deadline will be strictly adhered to.
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January 18- Beef Weigh In and Tagging
February 1 - Market Beef Ownership and Tagging Deadline
February 15 - 4-H Scholarship Deadline
March 20 - Farm School Applications Due
April 19 -25 - National Volunteer Week
April 24 - Fairgrounds Work Day
May 1 - Horse, Dog and Cat ID Forms Due
May 15 - Enrollment Deadline for all summer 4-H Activities
May 26 - Swine, Lamb & Goat Tagging and Weigh In
June 1 - Market Goat/Lamb/Swine and Breeding Livestock 
                 Ownership Deadline
June 9 - Shooting Sports Awards 
June 15 - 18 - Showcase Showdown
June 26 - 28 - 4-H Camp
July 3 - Fair Entry Deadline
July 3 - Horse Safety Certification Deadline
July 9-12 - State Shoot
July 20 - Fabric & Fashion Judging Day
July 20 - Carcass Contest 
July 22 - Fair Set Up Day
July 24 - August 2 - Weston County Fair
August 5 - State Fair Meeting
August 10-15 - Wyoming State Fair
September 15 - Your 4-H Stories Due
September 18 - Cloverbud Celebration
October 1 - New 4-H Year Begins
October 4 - 10 - National 4-H Week
October 10 - 4-H Jubilee
November 16 - Passport to 4-H Adventures                 

2026 IMPORTANT DATES



Friday, July 3rd
Fair Entries Deadline

Monday, July 20th
Fabric & Fashion, Quilting, Knitting  and
Fashion Revue Judging - 10:00 AM -  Senior
Center
Carcass Contest - 6:00 PM

Wednesday, July 22nd
Fair Set Up Night - 6:00 PM

Friday, July 24th
Cat Show - 2:00 PM

Saturday, July 25th
Parade Line Up - 9:00 AM
Parade - 10:00 AM

Monday, July 27th
Horse Show - 8:00 AM
Static Exhibit Check-In - 9:00 AM - 7:00
PM
Public Fashion Revue -  7:00 PM - Senior
Center

Tuesday, July 28th
Dog Show - 8:00 AM
Static Exhibit Interview Judging - 10:00
AM - 3:00 PM
Rabbit and Poultry Check-In - 5:30-7:30 PM
Horse Show Awards - 6:00 PM
Dog Show Awards - 7:00 PM

Wednesday, July 29th
Sheep, Goat, Swine Weigh-In -    

        7:00-8:00 AM
Beef Weigh-In - 8:00-9:00 AM
Rabbit Show - 9:00 AM
All Livestock Exhibitors Meeting -
1:00 PM - Show Ring
Swine Show - 7:00 PM

Thursday, July 30th
Poultry Show - 9:00 AM
Robotics Showcase - 5:00 PM
Sheep and Goat Show - 6:00 PM

Friday, July 31st
Beef Show - 8:00 AM
Pet Show - 11:00 AM
Round Robin Contest - 1:00 PM
Junior Livestock BBQ - 4:30 PM
Junior Livestock Sale - 6:00 PM

Saturday, August 1st
Static Exhibits Released - 9:00-11:00
AM

Wednesday, August 5th
State Fair Meeting - 6:00 PM

Weston County Fair
2026

Raised on Freedom & Weston County Fairs
4-H Schedule



On February 15 , 2026 the meeting of the Borderline Bandits at Pinnacle Bank started at 2:04 PM. The
meeting was called to order by Maizy Owens. The secretary report was done by Teresa Lamb. The

treasurer report was done by Parker Owens. Ava Malsam made a motion to pay Linda, Alyssa Lamb
seconded the motion. Sixteen members were in attendance for the meeting.  The topic in the new

business was bowling reminding everyone that bowling is on March 14  at Camel Lanes in Gillette at 2
PM. They talked about crochet, sewing, and shooting sports. Ava Malsam motioned to adjourn the

meeting at 2:15 PM and Lincoln Colgrove seconded the motion.  Linda Cash taught the group how to
paint ceramics and each kid got to pick a ceramic and paint it to enter at Fair.

th

th
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Borderline Bandits
Reporter: Adalyn Heiman

4-H Club News

Clubs - please share photos
and notes from your

monthly meetings to be
included in the Chatter

each month.  A great way
to showcase what you are

doing, give other clubs some
great ideas and to inspire a
4-H’er to participate in a

Club meeting!



Highway clean up and wood burning
Elk Mountain Outlaws

4-H Club News

Dewey Wranglers

The Dewey Wranglers 4-H Club meets on the
second Monday of every month.  In January, Titus
Lilly showed the parts of a saddle and Ellen Lilly

showed the face markings of a horse.  At our
February meeting we learned how to make Cloud
Dough.  The demonstration in March was about

how to set a trap by Andrew Bradeen. The
demonstration in April was about how to plant

seeds by the Howe family.  We all got to choose a
kind of seed and plant it.  We decided that for a

community service project, we would pick up trash
along the Dewey Road. 

Reporter: Ellen Lilly



The Fairgrounds needs
a spring sprucing up

and 4-H can help! 
June 4th
9:00 AM

Meet at Ertman
Memorial

Fairgrounds Work Day

What to bring:
Gloves
Paint brushes

The plan is to pick up trash around the grounds, paint
the trash cans and paint the show ring.

The Weston County Fairgrounds is vital to the success of
the Weston County 4-H program for project meetings,
learning opportunities, County Fair and so much more.
Let’s show our appreciation by helping do some spring

cleaning!  

RSVP to 746-3531 or
westncty@uwyo.edu



VFW 4th of July Parade
Patriotic or Historical Events

Costumes Encouraged!

No Political or Campaign entries

Larry Blessing 605-209-5129

Stan Dixon

Memorial Day
Flags at the Cemetery

May 24  @ 1 PMth

May 26  @ 1 PMth

A great community service
project for clubs or members

to help our VFW



CLOVERBUDS

NEWCASTLE SCHEDULE

The 4-H Cloverbuds Program in the University of Wyoming’s 4-H program is a non-formal education program
designed for children ages 5-7. Participation, safety, personal development, learning and fun are the highest
priorities for Cloverbuds programs. Cloverbuds is designed to introduce young people to cooperative learning

and the many things they can do in 4-H. These programs are adult led, activity-focused, and are built on
cooperative learning rather than competition.  There are two different Cloverbud clubs that meet in Upton and

Newcastle. 

UPTON SCHEDULE
May - no meeting

June 27  - Campth

July - County Fair

August - no meeting

September 18 - Cloverbud Celebration

May - no meeting

June 27  - Campth

July - County Fair

August - no meeting

September 18 - Cloverbud Celebration

You can join Tumbleweeds class at
https://www.remind.com/join/n4hclover
 or by texting @n4htumble to 81010.

You can join Upton Cloverbuds class at
https://www.remind.com/join/u4hclover
 or by texting @u4htumble to 81010.

Stay tuned for

some exciting

opportunities

coming up in May

and June!  Details

will be sent via

email and Remind!

https://www.remind.com/join/n4htumble
https://www.remind.com/join/u4htumble


4-H PROJECT NEWS

dog project

Agility Practices - Lauren Pickle
May 9  at 9:00 AMth

move equipment back to the sheep barn
practice once everything is set up!

flat buckle collar with a regular 6 foot leash
high value treats
water for kids and dogs
poop bags





4-H PROJECT NEWS

fabric and fashion project
Sewing Workshops
May 8-CANCELLED!
May 22

2:00 - 4:00 PM
Michaels Room - Weston
County Senior Center

Leaders:
Kim Reiniger

Kris Nordstrom

foods and Nutirtion project
Ready to learn some new recipes and start practicing for

county fair foods entries? Join Morgan Heiman to create some
tasty treats!



4-H PROJECT NEWS

Shooting Sports projects
IMPORTANT DATES:

May 3  and 4  - Archery Blue Face County Shootsrd th

May 11  and 12  - Muzzleloading County Shootth th

May 15 and 16  - 3D County Shootth

June 6  - Shotgun County Shootth

June 9  - Shooting Sports Awards Dinnerth

June 13  - YHEC in Uptonth

June 15  - State Shoot Registration Deadlineth

July 9  - 12  - State Shoot in Douglasth th



4-H PROJECT NEWS

Shooting Sports projects





4-H PROJECT NEWS

market animal projects
Wyoming State Fair rules state that all market animals must be owned and tagged by the
ownership deadlines to be eligible to compete at the Wyoming State Fair. Weston County Fair
and the Weston County Junior Livestock Committee follow the Wyoming State Fair
ownership and tagging deadlines:

Market Beef - February 1st
Market Sheep, Swine and Goat - June 1st

New in 2026, the Junior Livestock Committee will be holding MANDATORY, In-Person
Tagging’s for your 4-H and FFA market projects.

What is our Why? 
Validate possession, declare ownership, ensure proper tag placement, answer questions,
provide an opportunity to weigh livestock, and determine the appropriate tag for your
project. 
There’s been recent changes made by the Wyoming Livestock Board and Wyoming State
Veterinarian. If the animal has an 840 RFID tag the animal will not be retagged by the
Junior Livestock Committee but must attend tagging to record and declare ownership.
Pictures will be taken at tagging for Junior Livestock Committee requirements. 

Requirements
You MUST be enrolled in 4-H and have ACTIVE status prior to tagging date
4-H or FFA designation must be made at tagging
Paperwork must be presented at tagging

Brand Inspection, Bill of Sale or Statement of Ownership
Weston County Market Animal ID form

 
2026 Tagging Dates:
Market Sheep, Swine and Goat Tagging – May 26  at 6:00 PM - Weston County Fairgroundsth

IF ALL REQUIREMENTS ARE NOT MET BY THE OWNERSHIP/TAGGING DEADLINES THAT
ANIMAL WILL NOT BE ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE AT THE WESTON COUNTY FAIR OR THE

WYOMING STATE FAIR.
 



4-H PROJECT NEWS

market animal projects

Free
Fitting table for
sheep and goats

Contact Kyla
Popma for details

307-941-0576

County Fair Weights:
Market Steer Minimum Weight: 1100 pounds
Market Heifer Minimum Weight: 1050 pounds
Market Lambs - Minimum 90 lbs
Market Swine - Minimum 200 lbs
Market Goat - Minimum 50 lbs

beef projects

Beef Hoof Trimming
June 4th
12:00 PM

Weston County Fairgrounds
Garrett Barton

$75/head



4-H PROJECT NEWS

swine project

Get signed up via the QR code
shown below by July 3rd.  One
youth from Weston County will
be chosen in 2026.  Please let

me know if you have any
questions.  This is a great way
to help our community and if

you are already raising a
second market pig this is the

perfect place for it to go. 

Join us in going whole hog in the fight againstJoin us in going whole hog in the fight against

food insecurity in Wyoming!food insecurity in Wyoming!

Join us in going whole hog in the fight against
food insecurity in Wyoming!

Sources of high-quality protein are notoriously expensive and difficult to procure for local
anti-hunger organizations. In partnership with University of Wyoming Extension 4-H and FFA,

Fair to Fork works to purchase hogs not sold at junior livestock sales from every county in
Wyoming, through a lottery selection. Wyoming Hunger Initiative will purchase the pig,

ensure the meat is processed by a USDA or state-inspected participating facility, and then
coordinate with the 4-H or FFA member to donate it to a local anti-hunger organization in the

county of origin.





4-H PROJECT NEWS

Horse Project
Safety Certifications must be completed for each horse

that you plan to show as well.  Safety Certification
Deadline is July 3, 2026.

The State 4-H Horse Committee recently met and is conducting a statewide needs
assessment for the 4-H Horse Program. We would love for you to please fill out the
assessment and help grow the 4-H Horse Program.

Our team is currently reviewing the 4-H Horse Guidebook and show guidelines with
the goal of strengthening and improving these programs for everyone involved. To
do that well, we need input from those who know them best.

The assessment is designed to gather honest, constructive feedback about what’s
working, what isn’t, and where we can grow. Whether you’ve been involved for
years or are newer to these project areas, your insight is incredibly valuable.

Through the survey, you have the opportunity to:
Share ideas for improvement
Identify current strengths and gaps
Highlight barriers to youth and volunteer participation
Help ensure our programs remain relevant, fair, and rewarding for youth

Your feedback will directly influence updates to the Horse Guidebook and inform
program planning, support strategies, and future opportunities across Wyoming 4-
H.
Please take a few minutes to complete the survey by May 17th:



4-H PROJECT NEWS

robotics project

June 15-18, 2026
Laramie, WY

AgRobotics: Teams design, build, and program a LEGO
robot to complete agriculture-themed challenges
autonomously in a timed match. Known challenges are
released ahead of time, with surprise challenges
revealed on contest day to test problem-solving and
adaptability. 

Sumo: Teams build a robot designed to push an
opponent out of a 4-foot ring. The contest is divided
into junior and senior divisions and uses a Swiss
tournament game for fast-paced, head-to-head
competition.

Showcase Showdown Info

Showcase Showdown Awards
1  Place - Belt Bucklesst

2  Place - Jacketsnd

3  Place - vestsrd

Showcase Showdown is a fun-
filled 3-day event at the

University of Wyoming where
youth dive into contests,

workshops, tours, and
activities- plus dances, games,

ice cream socials, and an
awards ceremony!







JR. LIVESTOCK COMMITTEE

FAIR BOARD

Next Meeting:
May 6th @ 6:00 PM 

at Event Center

Next Meeting: 
May 11th @ 6:30 PM 

at Fairgrounds

Members:
Billy Jackson

Francie Hamilton
Mason Kaiser

Lindsey Guden
Joe Tedar
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FRIENDS OF FAIR

Next Meeting:

Members
Hale Redding
Curtis Rankin
David Kline

Stephanie Kline
JD Rhoades

Cindy Rhoades
Nastel Dean
Erin Persche

Rebecca Kelton
Morgan Loepp

Sara Rankin
Katrina Tysdal
Grace Sandrini

Friends of Fair is a non-profit organization to benefit the Weston County
Fairgrounds. The purpose is to encourage and stimulate use of the grounds

and to help the fair board have the highest quality fair.

Contact Megan Stith or
message Weston County

Friends of  Fair on Facebook



25

(307) 746-3531

Erin:
epersche@uwyo.edu

Beverley:
westncty@uwyo.edu

204 W Main Street
Newcastle WY  82701

Weston County Extension Website:
https://wyoextension.org/westoncounty/

Weston Extension:
https://www.facebook.com/WestonCountyExtension

Weston County 4-H:
https://www.facebook.com/WESTONCOUNTY4H

Monday - Friday

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
1:00 PM- 4:30 PM

Issued in furtherance of extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Mandy Marney,
Director, University of Wyoming Extension, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of Wyoming Extension, University of

Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming 82071.
It is the policy of the University of Wyoming Extension not to discriminate against any individual on the basis of race, sex, gender, color, religion,
national origin, marital status, disability, age, veteran status, sexual orientation, genetic information, political belief, or other status protected by

state and federal statutes or University Regulations in matters of employment, services or in the educational programs or activities it operates, in
accordance with civil rights legislation and University commitment. To request accommodations, please contact the UW Weston Extension Office

at 307-746-3531 or westncty@uwyo.edu to discuss possible solution(s) to fit your specific needs.

Office Location
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